The Junior League of Miami, Inc.

General Membership Meeting – November Meeting

Coral Gables Country Club

March 14, 2006

Minutes

6:30 PM Social

7:05 PM Call to Order

1.
CALL TO ORDER





Andria Hanley

WELCOME

Andria welcomed the membership to the meeting and informed the membership that it was a voting meeting.

2.
JLM ANNUAL AWARDS




Amy Sussman

Amy spoke about the annual awards.  She stated that they are presented at the annual meeting that will take place at Fairchild Gardens.  She encouraged the membership to please send in nominations for the awards.  She explained that receiving an award is very meaningful and the membership should put thought into the nominations.  She stated that nominations can be made via the website.  

Amy briefly stated that the Wine Walk was sold out and thanked the membership for supporting the event.

3.  
KMM AWARD
 



Jessica Bennett Porto

Jessica spoke about the Katherine Menke Miller Scholarship Award that was presented tonight prior to the GMM meeting.  She described the winner as a hard working student who was very involved in school activities.  She stated that the winner was a member of the Key Club

The winner of the Katherine Menke Miller scholarship was Vanessa Fernandez fro Miami Coral Park Senior High School.  Vanessa thanked the membership for the award and stated that it would allow her to attend the college of her choice.

4.
VOTING





Maria Beguiristain

Maria conducted the voting.  She thanked Jeanette Slesnick in advance for her help with the voting process.

Maria explained the purpose of the nominating committee.  She introduced the members that were slated for the different groups according to years of membership.  The votes were collected.

Maria read the slated Board of Directors.  The votes were collected.

Maria read the slated Membership Outreach Committee.  The votes were collected.  

Austin Rivers answered questions regarding the projects proposed for the 2006-07 league year.  Upon answering membership questions, Austin clarified that we currently have budgeted to fund the projects.  In response to questions regarding the elimination of GAP, Austin pointed out that GAP was undergoing some reorganization this year and was in the process of implementing new requirements that, at this time, were making it difficult to fulfill the league’s goals regarding GAP.  She further stated that GAP would hopefully re-apply the following league year for consideration when all the details have been ironed out regarding the reorganization.

The votes were collected.

Maria read all the by-laws changes to the membership individually.  An oral vote was taken regarding each individual by-laws change (previously distributed to membership).  All motions to change by-laws carried.


5.
WWMD LUNCHEON

Betty Lopez-Castro & Christina Urena

Betty and Christina thanked their committee members individually for all their hard work and for helping make the luncheon a huge success.  In addition, thanks were given to the provisional members that spent several hours of their time volunteering on behalf of the luncheon.  There are a few auction items remaining that are displayed tonight and open for bids.  Announced that preliminary calculations indicate that collected $76,000.00 from the fundraiser.  Special thanks were extended to Andria and Valerie for all their support during the planning stages of the luncheon.

6.
IN STYLE EVENT





Lori Del Vechio

The event will take place on May 6th and 7th at the Eden Roc Hotel.  Need volunteers to work day shifts from 10:30 am to 4:30 pm.  Can sign up on the website to volunteer.  Tickets will be $15 in advance and $20 at the door, with all proceeds benefiting the Junior League of Miami.  Please encourage friends and family to attend.  There will be great displays, including demos, fashion shows and shopping.

7.
FUND DEVELPMENT




Jackie Crabill

A fundraiser feedback form was placed on everybody’s chair.  Please take the time to complete and turn in.  Are anticipating five fundraisers for the next league year:  Community Partners, Golf Tournament, WWMD Luncheon, Magic City, and JLM Shopping Cards.  

Kelly Kendrick spoke regarding JLM Shopping Card.  This is a new fundraiser that league is proposing and is currently used by other leagues.  Individuals would purchase a shopping card for $50 that would be presented along with a list of retailers and services that would accept the card for a period of nine days to take place in November.  The card would entitle the holder to 20% off the purchase.  All the proceeds would go to JLM, after the productions costs are taken into account.  Would attempt to have the cost underwritten.  This fundraiser would start out slow but would be developed over the years to potentially become very lucrative.  Need to make a commitment to continue the fundraiser in the future in order to receive the full benefit.  Have estimated that the initial cost would be around $8,000.  Several questions were asked by membership and comments were made.  Jennifer Buttrick pointed out that the same idea was attempted for Magic City.  She stated that the idea was very labor intensive and the results were not promising.  She voiced her concern that it may not be worth the effort involved in contacting all the retailers and corporations that would be necessary to make it successful.  The retailers would sign up for one year and would need to be contacted each year for renewal.  

8.
MACY’S CHARITY EVENT



Caroline Blake

Twice a year Macy’s has a charity event.  It entails a 20% off coupon toward almost everything in the store.  The coupons are $5.  All the money from the sale of the coupons will go to JLM.  The sale date is 4/1/06.  There is a private event from 8-10 am.  The charity with most attendance will receive an extra $5 per person from Macy’s.  

9.
SUPER LEAGUER





Lauren Harrison

The February 2006 super leaguer award goes to Sharla Wilson and Ashley Adorno for their hard work organizing the auction at the Women Who Make a Difference Luncheon.

10.
LEADERSHIP AWARD




Susan Lerner

The February 2006 leadership award goes to Christina Urena and Betty Lopez-Castro, the chairs for the Women Who Make a Difference Luncheon.

11.
ANNOUNCEMENTS





A provisional group project will take place at ITN on April 25th where they will be planting trees and ground cover, as well as painting a mural.  Anyone who would like to join and lend assistance is welcome.  Will begin at 9:00 am and lunch will be served.

The post meeting social will take place here at the country club.  Community Council is hosting the social.

Valerie Harvey is looking for interested members to provide testimonials regarding their involvement in league projects.  Please see her if interested.

12.  NOMINATING COMMITTEE RESULTS


Maria Beguiristain

The 2006-2007 Nominating Committee will be:

6+ Years

Juliet Bianca

Valerie Harvey

Lori  Tashman-Corrada

3-5 Years
Candace Vasillion

Vicky Hucks

Sandra Nojaim

1-2 Years

Austin Rivers

Betty Lopez-Castro

Caroline Blake

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.

